RLG - Call for Content Proposals for 
Resources for the Study of Global Migration - A Digital Collection Project 
March 4, 1997 


Project overview 


Building on the experience of RLG’s first digital collections project and the results of related 
research projects around the world, this project will employ current standards and best practices 
in description and digitization, to create a “virtual” electronic collection of primary research 
resources that supports interdisciplinary research and teaching on the subject of global migration. 


The theme of global migration was suggested by RLG members and advisory groups. Various 
scholars consulted about this theme suggested that focusing on the great migrations of the mid- 
nineteenth through early twentieth centuries would be an appropriate way of narrowing this 
broad, sweeping topic. It encompasses national and international collections that when brought 
together in a digital environment will support research in an unprecedented way. And it isa 


subject area that is of interest to a broad range of scholarly disciplines, particularly the humanities 
and social sciences. 


With the advice and input of scholars, and collection managers, appropriate collections will be 
identified and selected for inclusion in this project. In building this virtual collection, the entire 
spectrum of descriptive practice and access techniques - bibliographic records, encoded finding 
aids, and descriptive metadata, many linked to whole information objects - will be used to create a 
seamless web of information. 


A commitment to supporting long-term access to and preservation of this information will be a 
vital component of this project. Whether the data are held centrally at RLG or locally within 
individual institutions, the goal will be on maintaining this collection for future research. 


The initial phase of this project is the identification and selection of materials that will be the core 
of what is intended to be an organic, growing collection. Finding and linking dispersed sources 
will afford.scholars of this era to take a holistic approach to their subject. And future 
contributions will broaden and strengthen the resource base and will continue to serve scholarship 
in a way that no single institution, collection, or nation can on its own. 


i) 


Selection of this time period meshes with related projects already underway. The Ameritech 
grant program organized by the Library of Congress’ National Digital Library is helping to 
digitize American heritage collections from 1850 - 1920. The Making of America Project initially 
at Cornell University and the University of Michigan and now expanded to include the other 
members of the National Digital Library Federation is concerned with collections about the 
building of the American infrastructure during the same time frame. And RLG’s Studies in 
Scarlet project covers this period in its focus on the development of legal structures and social 
systems governing marriage and domestic life in the United States and the UK. 


The Global Migration topic complements each of these other initiatives. In fact, by working 
closely with participants in each of these projects, the lessons learned in the selection process, in 
the technical experience, and in the economic modeling, will help shape the best practices for 
digital collections programs of the future. Linking the content of each of these projects will create 
a richer, deeper electronic resource than any discrete program would. 


Types for materials for inclusion 


This project will focus. heavily on including primary sources as the foundation of the virtual 
collection. Primary source materials are those least accessible for remote users and often present 
special preservation needs. 


Private correspondence, letters to and from home, are excellent sources of social, cultural and 
political information. Scholars interested in exploring the causes and consequences of the great 
migrations can find rich sources of information in the archives of the emigrant aid societies that 
helped with relocation. Examples include the records of the Immigration and Refugee Service of 
America and the Social Welfare History Archives at the University of Minnesota. The University 
of Michigan holds the records of the Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born, and there 
doubtless dozens of similar collections around the world. 


While published sources abound in libraries, some printed sources are rare and difficult to use and 
would therefore be reasonable selections for inclusion in this project. For example, the records of 
emigre communities - local press collections, literary collections, local surveys and statistical 
reports - are often dispersed, and fragile. 


Some large collections are preserved in repositories but have never been adequately described for 
use by researchers. Some collections have been dispersed and would be greatly enhanced if 
virtually brought together. Due to the abundance of possibilities, scholarly input and collection 
development expertise will be essential for shaping this virtual collection. 


GLOBAL IMMIGRATION DIGITAL COLLECTION PROJECT 
2nd CALL FOR PARTICIPATION 


The response to our first call for content proposals for the digital collection project on Global Migration 
was very enthusiastic. We received nominations from 25 institutions that included proposals for nearly 75 
collections. 


The content evaluation task force members have reviewed all the proposals and have recommended 
narrowing the focus of the submissions in the following ways: 


* To include only collections that deal with international immigration - omitting collections about internal 
migration, e.g. East to West Coast. ¥ 


* To give greater preference to collections that focus on the immigrants themselves, the immigration 
experience and on institutions created by immigrants 


* The time frame will continue to cover the mid-19th century to early 20th century. 


* There will be a preference for primary materials, as opposed to published. However, rare or unique 
collections of ethnic press materials are still encouraged. 


The content evaluation task force was extremely impressed with the rich collection proposals already 
received and admittedly they will have a difficult task in selecting 10 - 12 institutions to include in the 
project. 


In the first call for participation that went to members on March 4, we indicated there would be another 
opportunity to submit collection nominations after the content evaluators reviewed the first round of 
proposals. 


We are now inviting any member institution to submit additional or revised content proposals based on the 
theme of International Immigration. These proposals should address the same questions as in the first call 
(see below); they should not exceed 3 pages; and they should be sent to RLG no later than May 9, 1997. 
The logistics are appended below. 


Institutions that are selected for participation will be contacted in mid-May for further technical 
information about the collections to be included. 


